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partnership among Canada, Mexico and the 
United States is broader than the sum of our 
many bilateral and trilateral activities. We 
share the goals of strengthening democratic 
governance and reducing barriers to trade 
within our region and beyond. We also share 
a common purpose to strengthen our hemi-
spheric institutions and consultative proc-
esses. 

We will continue working to fight 
transnational threats that pose challenges to 
our countries and to the well being of our 
people, such as organized crime; trafficking 
in arms, people, and drugs; smuggling; ter-
rorism; money laundering; counterfeiting; 
and border violence. The transnational na-
ture of these threats makes it imperative that 
our domestic efforts be complemented and 
strengthened by our cooperation together, 
and in international fora. 

We reiterate our support for the Bali Ac-
tion Plan and stress the urgency of reaching 
agreement to ensure the full, effective and 
sustained implementation of the U.N. 
Framework Convention on Climate Change 
now, up to and beyond 2012. We believe that 
the Major Economies Leaders Meeting 
should make a contribution to that outcome. 
All should redouble efforts to address climate 
change and to establish nationally appro-
priate programs and goals to be reflected in 
binding international commitments based on 
the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities, to 
contribute to ensuring global greenhouse gas 
emission reductions, adaptation measures, 
energy security, and sustainable develop-
ment. We are determined to work together 
to further explore regional cooperation in cli-
mate change efforts, including, but not lim-
ited to, advancing innovative and suitable 
clean energy technologies, building the ca-
pacity to adopt and deploy them and devel-
oping appropriate financial and technical in-
struments. We reaffirm our shared convic-
tion that increased trade in environmental 
goods, services, and technologies can have a 
positive impact on global climate change ef-
forts and encourage the removal of barriers 
to such trade. 

We welcome the invitation of President 
Calderon to host the next meeting of North 
American leaders in 2009. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this joint 
statement. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Community Leaders in New Orleans 

April 22, 2008 

I want to thank the Governor, thank the 
mayor, thank the parish presidents, Con-
gressmen. Thank you all very much—city 
council leaders, compassionate citizens from 
New Orleans. Thank you very much for 
briefing me and my team and the new Coor-
dinator from the White House, Doug O’Dell, 
for keeping us abreast of progress that has 
been made down here and challenges that 
remain. 

You know, one of the things—I came to 
New Orleans and spoke about the Federal 
commitment, and I said, it’s been a dev-
astating period, and the Federal Government 
is committed and will remain committed to 
helping. Thus far, the Federal Government’s 
committed $120 billion—little more than 
that—of taxpayers’ money to help all along 
the coast. I think it’s money well spent. I 
think it’s important for our country that the 
gulf coast region and the great city of New 
Orleans recover as quickly as possible. 

My impression is that—you know, that 
there’s a lot more hope now than there was 
even from a year ago. I mean, there’s just— 
people have a little different bounce in their 
step. But there are some significant prob-
lems. One is we got to make sure these levees 
meet the obligations and meet the standards. 

Secondly, I am concerned about the health 
care system that was torn up and needs to 
be rebuilt in a way that encourages there to 
be good health care and in a way that recog-
nizes the changing population of New Orle-
ans. 

Thirdly, I have been concerned about the 
stories on crime, just like the citizens have 
been worried about the stories on crime. And 
I appreciate the Federal attorney giving me 
an update, and I appreciate the mayor’s ef-
forts to work hard to hold people to account 
for breaking the law. That’s what the average 
citizen expects; that’s what the taxpayers who 
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are helping the people down here want to 
see. 

All in all—and then, finally, public housing 
restoration—it’s a big issue in New Orleans. 
It’s—but it’s an issue where there is a plan, 
and we just need to follow through on the 
plan. 

So there are some hurdles, but this city 
has come a long way and—to the point where 
I felt very comfortable hosting the inter-
national conference with the President of 
Mexico and the Prime Minister of Canada. 
And I will tell you that not only did the lead-
ers feel welcomed in New Orleans and feel 
comfortable in New Orleans and feel relaxed 
in New Orleans, but so did the delegations 
they brought with them. New Orleans is a 
great city to host a meeting or host a conven-
tion. They know what they’re doing down 
here. The city is recovered; it’s on its feet; 
and it’s bouncing back. And it is an honor 
to be back here. 

And I want to thank you all for sharing 
your thoughts with me. And thank you for 
being leaders and helping this part of the— 
vital part of the country recover. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:07 p.m. at 
Galatoire’s Restaurant. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Bobby Jindal of Louisiana; Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA; Douglas V. O’Dell, 
Jr., Federal Coordinator, Office of Gulf Coast Re-
building; Jim Letten, U.S. Attorney for the East-
ern District of Louisiana; President Felipe de 
Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of Mexico; and Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper of Canada. 

Remarks on Arrival in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 
April 22, 2008 

The President. First of all, it’s good to 
be back in Baton Rouge, home of the LSU 
Tiger national championship football team. 
I had the honor of welcoming the team and 
Coach Les Miles to the White House, and 
it was a great honor for me, and I enjoyed 
it. And I do want to congratulate the good 
folks of Louisiana for supporting a football 
team that brought great credit to the game. 

I’m here with the Governor—the great 
Governor of Louisiana to lend my support 
to John Kennedy for the United States Sen-

ate. I thank Becky and Preston for joining 
us as well. John Kennedy will make a fine 
Senator for the people of Louisiana. He’s a 
fiscal watchdog. He cares about the tax-
payers’ money. He’s made a career out of 
making sure that whenever government 
spends money, it’s spent wisely, and that’s 
the kind of Senator Louisiana needs. 

He’ll support the troops. He’ll support 
those who wear our Nation’s uniform. And 
he’ll see our troops are funded without the 
United States Senate telling our military how 
to conduct the war. So I appreciate your 
strong support for our military, John. 

You know, one of the issues that the Sen-
ate will be faced [with] * is whether or not 
to raise peoples’ taxes. John Kennedy has 
pledged to keep taxes low. We want the peo-
ple here in Louisiana to have more of their 
own money to spend. And we can meet our 
priorities at the Federal Government without 
getting into the pockets of the people of Lou-
isiana. 

And finally, John Kennedy understands 
that our most important task is to protect the 
American people from harm. And if Al Qaida 
is making a phone call into the United States, 
he understands we need to know who they’re 
talking to and why they’re making the call. 

So I look forward to having a man in the 
Senate who understands the priorities have 
got to be to protect the American people and 
understands that the same civil liberties 
given to our people shouldn’t be extended 
to terrorists who want to do us harm. 

So I wish you all the best, Senator-to-be. 
We got a good fundraiser for you. I’m hon-
ored that you would invite me here. And I 
look—ask the people of Louisiana to give this 
good man a fair hearing—more importantly, 
give him their vote, cause he’ll do a fine job 
as the United States Senator. 

Thank you, and congratulations. 
John N. Kennedy. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. Thank you so much. 
The President. Good to see you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:19 p.m. at Baton 
Rouge Metropolitan Airport. In his remarks, he 
referred to Gov. Bobby Jindal of Louisiana; and 
Becky, wife, and Preston, son, of senatorial can-
didate John N. Kennedy. 
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